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This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTA NDING (he MOU) is entered on 25 May 2023 between the 
Early Career Occan Professionals Programme (ECOP Programme) of the United Nations Decade 
of Ocean Science for Sustainable Developent (2021-2030) and the Estuarine and Coastal Studies 
Foundation, India. 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

Early Carcer Occan Profcssionals Programme (ECOP Programme) 
[www.ecopdecade.org] Since June 2021, officially endorsed as a global network Programme of the 
United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) (hereinafter 

referred to as the "UN Ocean Decade"). 

Estuarine and Coastal Studies Foundation (ECSF) [www.ecsfindia.org] 
Non-governmental education and research organization of India focused on ocean-related issues. Lead 
institution for the UN Ocean Decade endorsed Project: "Periodic cyclone effects on Gangetic food 
1eb". under the umbrella of the Mega-Delta Decade Programme. 

Background and Rationale: 

cOASTA STUDIE 

Areas of Collaboration: 

The regional node of the ECOP Programme for Asia has been expanding significantly since its inception 
in 2021. As of April 2023, its membership base comprises 550 BCOPs scattered across 25 countries, of 
which India is the third largest reservoir. A national node of the ECOP Programme for India is currently 
being established. The ECSF is a non-governmental platform that is very supportive to ECOPs in 
Eastern India. The ECSF is actively involved in the UN Ocean Decade (2021-2030) through its 
endorsed project, coordinating the Indian hub of the Mega-Delta Programme. In addition to education 
and research, the ECSF is contributing to ocean literacy, capacity development, and cross -sectoral 
ocean knowledge sharing, which naturally led to discusions on a potential partnership with the ECOP 
Programme. 

Joint grant or funding applications for India-specific projects and activities 
Capacity development initiatives, including in-person (endorsed) workshops and courses on 
ocean literacy as well as other topical webinars depending on needs and priorities 
Increase engagement of Indian ECOPs (including young professionals and leaders outside 
academic circles) and other stakeholders in UN Ocean Decade activities 
Develop a mentoring platform and disseminate ocean knowledge through various channels of 
communication 

Resource sharing: 

Joint promotional activities to spread the messages of the ECOPs and ECSF Networking support to help grow the national node of the ECOP Programme for India. 

ECOP Programme: In-kind support from our globally distributed core team (e.g., communication, training, mentoring, operational logistics, speakers and so on). Provide access to our regional net work of ECOPs and ocean stakeholders, Allow use of ECOP logo. ECSF: Can provide technical staff on a voluntary capacity for in-person activities and events (e.g., symposia, workshops, training courses and so on). If any in-person activity involves costs (except compensation of resource person(s)), then such costs -shalI be mitigated by internal/external funding mechanism(s) of both the parties after mutual discussions. Provide 
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