ECOP

Larly Career
Ocean Professionals

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (the MOU) is entered on 25 M“,.Y 2023 between the
Early Carcer Ocean Professionals Programme (ECOP Programme) of the United Nations l)cca'de
\",}L:‘QUJ_Ns‘,i}‘l_ls‘\‘, for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) and the Estuarine and Coastal Studies
Foundation, India.

Parties

+  Early Carcer Occan Professionals Programme (ECOP Programme)
[www.ecopdecade.org] Since June 2021, officially endorsed as a global network Programme of the
United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) (hereinafter
referred to as the “UN Ocean Decade”).

+ Estuarine and Coastal Studies Foundation (ECSF) [www.ecsfindia.org]
Non-governmental education and research organization of India focused on ocean-related issues. Lead
institution for the UN Ocean Decade endorsed Project: “Periodic cyclone effects on Gangetic food
1web™, under the umbrella of the Mega-Delta Decade Programme.

Background and Rationale:

The regional node of the ECOP Programme for Asia has been expanding significantly since its inception
in 2021. As of April 2023, its membership base comprises 550 ECOPs scattered across 25 countries, of
which India is the third largest reservoir. A national node of the ECOP Programme for India is currently
being established. The ECSF is a non-governmental platform that is very supportive to ECOPs in
Eastern India. The ECSF is actively involved in the UN Ocean Decade (2021-2030) through its
endorsed project, coordinating the Indian hub of the Mega-Delta Programme. In addition to education
and research, the ECSF is contributing to ocean literacy, capacity development, and cross -sectoral
ocean knowledge sharing, which naturally led to discussions on a potential partnership with the ECOP
Programme.

Areas of Collaboration:

* Joint grant or funding applications for India-specific projects and activities

* Capacity development initiatives, including in-person (endorsed) workshops and courses on
ocean literacy as well as other topical webinars depending on needs and priorities

*+ Increase engagement of Indian ECOPs (including young professionals and leaders outside

academic circles) and other stakeholders in UN Ocean Decade activities

Develop a mentoring platform and disseminate ocean knowledge through various channels of

communication )

Joint promotional activities to spread the messages of the ECOPs and ECSF

Networking support to help grow the national node of the ECOP Programme for India.

Resource sharing:

ECOP Programme: In-kind support from our globally
communication, training, mentoring, operational logistics, s
to our regional network of ECOPs and ocean stakeholder
ECSF: Can provide technical staff on a voluntary capaci
(e.g., symposia, workshops, training courses and sg on).
.(except compensation of resource person(s)),

Internal/external funding mechanism(s) of both th

distributed core team (e.g.,
peakers and so on). Provide access
s. Allow use of ECOP logo.

ty for in-person activities and events
If any in-person activity involves costs
then such costs shall be mitigated by
€ parties after mutual discussions. Provide
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+ Roth the partes will provide necessary support for effective implementation of the Mot T within
FCSEN institational rules, regulations and procedures. This MolJ shall be effective from the
date itis signed by bath the parties. The Mol stands valid till the end of the TN Ocean Decade
CO21-2030 and may be extended or revised after thiat on mutual discussion between the FCOP
Programume and the FCSE,

Financial arrangements:

N financial commitment is required / invol ved to execute the terms and conditions of the MoU. In case
of amy financial assistance received to the ECSF and the ECOP Programme for conducting any joint
venture. then that will be duly audited and acknowledged.

isputes and earlv t ion:

*  In case of any dispute resulting from or related to this MoU. the Parties agree to attempt to
resolve such dispute amicably. Since all joint activities, whether it be online or in -person, would
be occurring or hosted in India, this MoU shall be governed and construed according to the
laws of India. Any dispute will be jointly resolved by involving the Directors of the ECSF and
the Global Coordinator of the ECOP Programme, in a spirit of independence, mutual respect.
and shared responsibility.

The MoU may be terminated by either party after giving a notice of six months (180 days)

provided that this clause will be operative only if either party violates the terms of MoU or if

the parties feel that no useful purpose would be served by further continuing it either due to N
change in circumstances or change in constituting parties.
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